
  60 SECOND INTERVIEW 
  WITH JENIFER DUNN 
   OF WILLESDEN GREEN 
 

For Mutual Aid Food Willesden (MAFW) 
A food hub offering emergency essential boxes locally during Covid-19 

 
MutualAidFoodWillesden@gmail.com      020 8050 2867 
 

https://localgiving.org/charity/mapesburymutualaid/project/WillesdenFoodBank/  

MAFoodWillesden 

 

MAFoodWillesden 

 

MutualAidFoodWillesden 

 
25 May 2020 

 

Q Can you tell us about yourself? 

I’ve lived right in the thick of Willesden Green on 
Walm Lane for 10 years and my kids go to school 
here (when I’m not ‘home-schooling’ them – eek!). 

Q How did you hear about Mutual Aid Food 
Willesden? 

Right back at the start of all this, I built an online 
request form so the people at the PCC could get 
the boxes out as quickly as possible.   

Q Can you tell us how you’re involved helping 
provide essential aid? 

I have also been helping out an afternoon a week 
in the PCC packing boxes up - the online form generates a list of requests 
and any dietary requirements and we make the boxes as fast as we can 
before the drivers arrive to whisk them away like magic! I also keep an eye 
on requests and help out compiling reports (ok a bit boring maybe!) so we 
can show where the money is being spent and why we need as much 
funding as we can find. 

There’s a coordinator and up to 3 box-packers per shift (to keep us socially 
distant) but at the moment there are often two shifts a day.  There’s a lot 
of food parcels being sent out! There are also the volunteers delivering the 
parcels, more than 30 parcels go out in a day.  As a packer I’m in awe of the 
volunteers delivering because they’re sometimes going a long way.  People 
shopping often have ten slabs of baked beans tin and can often be sent out 
in one afternoon!   

Q Are there any stories that you could share? 

You feel that you have hopefully made someone smile. 

At the moment we’re packing lots of parcels for families with lots of 
children, which is really hard when I think of my own kids.   

Q How would you sum up what Mutual Aid Food Willesden does? 

It’s amazing how generous people are with their time, not to mention the 
donations that have been arriving at the PCC. I tend to take in some 
breakfast cereal when I can get hold of extra, but I suspect the doughnuts 
and amazing sweets and pastries are more appreciated by the kids than my 
mundane Weetabix!  The drivers are amazing, the people sourcing the 
food, the people handling the requests, …everyone!  I find it so heartening 
that with such an important common purpose, everyone just gets on with 
getting the job done! 
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PHOTO:  Jenifer as illustrated by her 
daughter, Ellie, aged 7 
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